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Feds have reopened 2010 
case involving slain officer 


Officer now indicted made arrest with Sean Suiter 


By JUSTIN FENTON 
The Baltimore Sun 


After members of the Baltimore Police 
Gun Trace Task force were indicted this 
year for shaking down citizens and falsify- 
ing evidence, a federal inmate in a West 
Virginia prison reached out to the judge in 
his case. Umar Burley had been charged by 
amember of the task force. Now he wanted 
another look at his arrest. 

“Could you imagine how hard it is to be 


here for a crime I didn’t commit and struggling to 
? Burley said ina 


find clarity and justice on my own, 


handwritten letter in June that is included in his 
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court file. 


Umar Burley 


See DETECTIVE, page 1 


Burley was arrested in 2010 by then- 
Detective Wayne Jenkins, one of the 
indicted gun task force members, and by 
Detective Sean Suiter, who was killed last 
week in Harlem Park. In court records filed 
at the time of Burley’s arrest, Jenkins wrote 
that Suiter found drugs in Burley’s vehicle, 
which was searched following a chase in 
Northwest Baltimore that ended with a 
collision that killed an 87-year-old man. 

Federal prosecutors did reopen Burley’s 
case. And Suiter, on the day after his death, had been 
scheduled to testify before a federal grand jury still 


Detective Wayne Jenk- 
ins, top, and Detective 
Sean Suiter arrested 
Umar Burley in 2010. 
Jenkins has been in- 
dicted, and Suiter had 
been scheduled to 
testify in the case on 
the day after he was 
fatally shot. 


ALGERINA PERNA/BALTIMORE SUN 


The Girl Scouts Beyond Bars program brings girls into prison so they can bond with their incarcerated mothers. Kuhmaria VanBuren, 9, 
and Sapphire VanBuren stand with others in a circle making wishes at the Maryland Correctional Institution for Women. 


Breaking down barriers 
for mothers in prison 


Girls Scouts get to spend 
time with moms through 
Beyond Bars program 


By TALIA RICHMAN 
The Baltimore Sun 


Nine-year-old Kuhmaria VanBuren ran 
into the prison gymnasium and jumped into 
her mother’s arms with so much force they 
almost fell down. 


For the next two hours, Kuhmaria let her 
mom braid her hair and cuddled in her 
arms, savoring the rare contact. Sapphire 
VanBuren, 26, has been incarcerated at the 
Maryland Correctional Institution for 
Women for over two years. 

The VanBurens are among 30 mother- 
daughter pairs who come together at the 
Jessup prison twice a month through the 
Girl Scouts Beyond Bars program. The 
initiative, now in its 25th year, aims to foster 
bonds between young girls and their moms, 
even as metal detectors, locked gates and 


guards separate them most days of the year. 

“It’s wonderful just being able to be in her 
life, despite the circumstances,” VanBuren 
said. 

Administrators say the program helps 
boost the girls’ self-esteem and provides 
them with a community of other children 
who understand what it’s like to grow up 
with a mom in prison. For the mothers, the 
visits are a connection to life outside the 
prison walls, and an incentive to get through 
their sentence without trouble. 

See SCOUTS, page 11 


For many shoppers, holiday 
spirit of Black Friday lives on 


By LORRAINE MIRABELLA 
The Baltimore Sun 


Black Friday may be losing some of its 
luster to online buying and Thanksgiving 
day door-busters, but for shoppers like 
Dyane Munford, it’s as “exhilarating” as 
ever, atime to strategize, divide and conquer 
the best deals. 

The Owings Mills social worker followed 
her annual tradition of pre-dawn shopping 
Friday, armed with a game plan for splitting 
up a master list of must-have items among 
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friends and family who were deployed to 
Toys R Us, Macy’s and other stores. They 
intended to donate some items to children 
and charities. 

“I’m from the old school. ... You need to 
come into the store and look at the items for 
yourself to determine that’s what you want,” 
said Munford, who was among the first 
customers at Target in Ellicott City when 
the doors opened at 6 a.m. to a handful of 
waiting shoppers. “It has been really a very 
exhilarating, fun, enjoyable and well organ- 
See SHOP, page 12 
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Firaun Hattim, an employee at the Elkridge 
Best Buy, carries the load for a customer 
who purchased a TV on Black Friday. 
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White, board agree 
to restrictions on 
consulting, travel 


By DouG DONOVAN 
The Baltimore Sun 


Baltimore County interim school super- 
intendent Verletta White announced Fri- 
day that she will no longer receive pay from 
consulting work and will abide by new 
restrictions on her out-of-state travel. 

White will accept compensation only 
from the school system, seek and obtain 
school board approval before taking any 
out-of-state trips and post information 
about any travel on the district’s website, 
according to a joint statement released by 
White and the county school board. Board 
members also agreed to publicly disclose 
any trips they take. 

All travel for White will be paid for by 
the school district, not outside groups, 
under the new agreement. And the board 
has instructed its ethics review panel to 
revise rules governing how school officials 
report consulting fees, gifts and other 
income from outside organizations. The 
statement said there are “ambiguities” in 
the rules but did not elaborate. 

The announcement follows an investiga- 
tion by The Baltimore Sun which found 
that for four years, White worked as a 
consultant for a company that promotes 
education technology firms without dis- 
closing the payments to the school system 
or the public. School officers are required 
to report outside income on annual finan- 
cial disclosure forms. 

White has said she made an “honest 
mistake” by not disclosing her work for the 
Chicago-based Education Research & De- 
See WHITE, page 10 
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MARYLAND 


IRONBIRDS: Officials of the Aberdeen Iron- 
Birds baseball team say that despite uncertainty 
about future ownership and operation at Ripken 
Stadium in Harford County, the team has no 
plans to move elsewhere. NEWS PG 2 


WORLD 


MOSQUE ATTACKED: Militants set off a blast 
and gunned down fleeing worshippers at a 
crowded mosque in Egypt's northern Sinai 
Peninsula, killing at least 235 people. NEWS PG 8 


GERMAN POLITICS: A main center-left party 
has backed down from pledges that it would not 
consider teaming with Chancellor Angela 
Merkel to form a government, suggesting an ease 
of the impasse of the past week. NEWS PG 4 
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